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New Zealand Agricultural Tour 2017 
By: Lawrence Rowley, Leader Tours Inc. 

 Peace Country Beef & Forage 
Association is offering all members & 
friends the chance to experience the 
incredible sightseeing and culture of New 
Zealand, while also providing an incredi-
ble opportunity to network and connect 
with local farmers and Ag professionals.  
  New Zealand is a small country, 
similar in size to Great Britain or Japan. 
With a population of only four million 
people itôs also gloriously uncrowded. 
 New Zealand is the largest dairy 
and sheep meat exporter in the world, 
and a major global supplier of beef, wool, kiwifruit, apples and seafood. New Zealand 
grown produce feeds over 40 million people, with 7,500 animal products and 3,800 dairy 
products going to 100 countries every month. 
 Agriculture is the backbone of the New Zealand economy, with over 95 percent of 
agricultural production exported. The drive for research and innovation has long been a 
feature of the sector, with robust investments in education, animal health, farm equipment 
and management technology, seed production and plant genetics. 
 As one of the worldôs most efficient agricultural economies, with respected pastoral 
farming expertise and high quality food production systems, New Zealand is well positioned 
to work with other countries facing challenges as the world population heads towards an 
estimated nine billion in 2050. 
 
What can we learn from New Zealand agribusiness? 
 Pastoral farming (dairy, sheep, beef & wool) comprises 69% ï more than two 
thirds of New Zealandôs gross agricultural revenue. Most dairy and cattle farming in New 
Zealand is pastoral making farmers less dependent on grain feeding and the energy intensive 
housing of animals during winter months. The intelligent use of natural resources, along 
with the rapid adoption of new methods and technologies gives New Zealand a competitive 
advantage in grazing animals. 
 Rather than providing government subsidies for individual farms, the New Zealand 
government looks to provide a framework which enables sustainable economic growth. 
Farmers in New Zealand are improving productivity for the long term, making management 
decisions based on the responsible and efficient delivery of high-quality products to market. 
 Technological innovation - as an island nation, New Zealand has developed an 
innovative and hands on approach to agribusiness problems. New Zealand is committed to 
growing its agricultural innovation and expertise, and publicly funds some research and 
development. The government invests around $30 million annually into research and 
development focused on improving agricultural productivity and profitability. 
 On farm technology development is grounded in ña typical farmer's approach to 
solving farm problems,ò according to the Gallagher Group, the company behind the electric 
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Peace Country Beef & Forage Association 

Having worked in the Peace    
Country for many years, we have 
established ourselves as an         
innovative association, willing to 
work with local businesses,        
educational facilities, other        
research groups and always with 
the producers from across the 
Peace Region.  
 
Our programs vary from             
environmental concerns to finding 
the newest technology and helping 
producers implement it on their 
operations.  
 
Our board is made up of producers 
from across the Peace Region, who 
actively voice questions, ideas and 
concerns to address the needs of 
farmers and ranchers of the Peace.  
 

Vision  
The Peace Country Beef & Forage 
Association is a producer group with 
the goal to be a hub of innovative, 
relevant and local beef, forage and 
crop information for Peace Country 

producers.  
 

Mission 
A Peace Country producerôs first 
stop for optimizing beef, forage and 
crop production to maximize       
profitability with innovative and 

credible information.  
 
 

If you have any questions,  
comments or feedback about our 
current extension events or any of 
our projects, please do not hesitate 
to give us a call at either PCBFA 

office. 
 

Your input matters to us! 

 
We are in the first year of a 3 year cy-
cle of funding and with your help we 
have identified several areas in which 
we will be focusing our research and 
extension efforts.  
 
 
¶ Forages and Livestock Program: 
Optimizing Production and      
Profitability of Livestock and   
Forage Production in the Peace 
Country.  

 
¶ Environment Program:              
Facilitating the Role of              
Agricultural Producers as       
Stewards of the Land. 

 
¶ Annual and Special Crops          
Program:                                      
Long Term Profitability of Crop 
Production through Land           
Rejuvenation & Sustainability. 

 
These programs will all work together 
to improve production and              
profitability on all operations in the 
Peace Country with a focus on soil 
health and restorative, sustainable 
farming practices.   
 

óLocal Information for Peace Country Producersô 
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fence invention and a global leader in live animal weighing and elec-
tronic animal identification. 
 A continued effort to lift the quality, productivity and perfor-
mance on farms has led New Zealand companies to innovate in milking 
machines, irrigation, animal genetics and other areas. Improvements are 
introduced, tested and trialed onshore then adapted for use globally. 
 New Zealand company Tru-Test invented the milk meter and is 
now the world's largest supplier of ICAR (International Committee for 
Animal Recording) - approved milk meters for herd improvement and 
livestock scales, and continues introduce new, innovative technologies 
to market 
 Farms in New Zealand use high technology systems to support 
animal handling, pasture management, budgeting and overall productivi-
ty gains. Local use fuels continual investment by local agri-technology 
companies in research and development. For over 20 years, Zee Tags 
has produced technologies such as livestock identification tags and 
applicator devices, sold to farmers located in more than 40 countries. 
 Value chain efficiency - New Zealand agri-technology solu-
tions, such as herd improvement, software, and pasture mapping and 
management are being integrated into on farm practices, maximizing 
increases in productivity and profitability. Increasingly, there are new 
collaborations up and down the agricultural value chain - from seeds and 
grains, to animal genetics, quality control and on to farm assurance 
systems, farm equipment and technology. 
 New Zealand is a pioneer in on farm efficiency, which under-
pins the huge growth in dairy production in New Zealand in recent years. New Zealand dairy companies control one 
third of international dairy trade, and New Zealand remains the largest exporter of dairy products.  
 
Peace Country Beef & Forage Association New Zealand Tour Highlights  
 First stop on this fantastic trip is beautiful Queenstown. Queenstown sits on the shores of the South Islandôs 
Lake Wakatipu, set against the dramatic Southern Alps. Renowned for adventure sports, itôs also a base for exploring 
the regionôs vineyards and historic mining towns. There's bungee jumping off Kawarau Gorge Suspension Bridge and 
jet-boating on the Shot over and Dart rivers. In winter, there's skiing on the slopes of The Remarkables and Coronet 
Peak. 
 On arrival you will have free time to explore the waterfront area of Queenstown. Tonightôs Welcome Dinner is 
on the 1912 steamship TSS Earnslaw; you will cruise across the lake aboard the steamship for dinner at Walter Peak 
High Country Station (Station is the name given to larger farms in New Zealand).  The farm runs 18,000 merino sheep 
& 800 beef cows on approximately 60,000 acres. 
 Enjoy a relaxing morning at leisure to explore Queenstown on your own. Early afternoon you will be picked up 
at your hotel for a guided winery tour & to experience New Zealandôs largest underground wine cave.  
 Early morning start as we travel along the shores of Lake Wakatpu towards Fiordland National Park region 
where you will descend into the Cleddau Canyon to reach majestic Milford Sound dominated by Mitre Peak. The 
Milford Sound has the unofficial title of the Eighth Wonder of the World! Here you will board the cruise ship and 
explore this incredible place with scenery that will blow your mind. 
 A fantastic day awaits you this morning at Criffel Station in Wanaka. We will visit the farm and enjoy a tasty 
venison lunch. Criffel Station was converted into a deer breeding and finishing farm; you will get an insight into deer 
farming in New Zealand during this visit. 
 After one night in Wanaka we will travel over the winding Lindis Pass and continue on your journey to arrive 
into stunning Tekapo. On a clear day looking out over the lake you will see New Zealandôs tallest mountain Mount 
Cook.  From Tekapo we will travel through the Mackenzie Country, an area famed for its history of sheep farming and 
its sparsely populated beauty.  
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New Zealand Agricultural Tour 2017 continued 

By: Lawrence Rowley, Leader Tours Inc. 

Follow Us! 

 @peacecountrybeef @pcbfa 

www.peacecountrybeef.ca  

 @peacecountrybeef 

Continued on Page 4 
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By: Lawrence Rowley, Leader Tours Inc. 

 The next two nights we are based in 
Christchurch, Canterbury. Canterbury is a 
large farming region with cropping (due to the 
Canterbury plains), beef, sheep, deer & dairy 
the main focus.  During our time in the Can-
terbury region we will visit Lincoln University 
founded in 1878 as a School of Agriculture. 
We will visit the cropping research farm, 
currently used for both sheep and dairy 
support, with two major research themes being 
dryland pastoral systems and dairy wintering 
systems.  
 As we leave the sights of Canterbury 
we will stop in to visit a top Pure Breed Angus 
operation Te Mania Angus. Te Mania Angus 
is one of the largest fully performance record-

ed registered Angus herds in the country. We will enjoy a farm tour and lunch with a few drinks with the local farmers 
before driving to Picton for the night.  
 This morning we depart for the ferry terminal, crossing the Cook Strait from the South Island to the North 
Island. Sail through picturesque Queen Charlotte Sound, viewing the stunning sheltered waterways, remote bays ad 
isolated holiday homes. Travel across Cook Strait and into Wellington Harbour for spectacular views of New Zea-
landôs Capital City. A brief city tour will incorporate the summit of Mt Victoria for panoramic views of the city and 
harbour, the Houses of Parliament and the distinctive óBeehiveô, Wellington Cathedral, city centre and Oriental Bay. 
 As we travel further north we will visit Te Whanga Station. Te Whanga has developed an enviable history 
over 75 years as one of New Zealandôs pre-eminent Angus cattle and sheep stations. Te Whanga is home to 700 Angus 
stud cattle and 10,000 sheep grazing on 4,000 acres of pristine farming country. 
 We will be based in Palmerston North for the next two nights. Morning visit to Feilding Livestock Auction 
gives you an insight into how they sell their livestock in New Zealand.  The first sale was conducted by Mr Jack 
Stevens and Colonel Gorton on 24th May 1880 in the Denbigh Hotel Sale yards. This was the same site as the sale 
yards now occupy. At the first sale 100 head of cattle were sold. Regular fortnightly sales followed and were later 
expanded to weekly sales with four firms involved. In earlier times the Sale yards were considered to be one of the 
largest in the Southern Hemisphere with 489 pens covering 3.7 hectares, selling 100,000 cattle and 600,000 sheep 
annually. Now the Feilding Sale yards remain of important significance to the Region. They still occupy 3.7 hectares 
and have 350 sheep pens, 140 cattle pens and 45 deer pens. These days around 50,000 cattle and 450,000 sheep are 
sold annually.  
 The group will have a guided tour with a retired local farmer, after the guided tour you can stay and look 
around at your own leisure or wander to the town centre of Feilding to look around the shops or to grab a bite for 
lunch.  
 Afternoon visit to Massey University research centre. Massey University is one of the top agricultural univer-
sities in New Zealand. Massey is world ranked and New Zealandôs No 1 university in agriculture. The group will be 
visiting the Agricultural Precision Research Centre. New Zealand Centre for Precision Agriculture (NZCPA) creates 
practical land management solutions through the use of leading edge precision technology tools.  
 Today we travel to Lake Taupo, stop off at the Huka Falls for a great photo opportunity. Free time in Lake 
Taupo to enjoy the beautiful lake side town. This evening we enjoy a cocktail cruise with complimentary drinks and 
antipasto platters on the Ernest Kemp.  The Ernest Kemp is a replica steamboat built in the 1980ôs. Step back in time 
for a voyage of discovery. View the world famous Maori Rock Carvings, Hot Water Beach, the Lakefront, and Acacia 
Bay. Live informative commentary, including Lake Taupo and Maori history. 
 Sunday is our day off, a full day to explore Lake Taupo on your own. The Taupo town centre is one of those 
extraordinary places that youôll visit and wish you lived in. In fact, many of our permanent residents had exactly that 
thought when they first visited Taupo, so they chose to make it their home. Moving from all corners of the globe and 
from within New Zealand, these people have joined longer-standing residents to form a diverse and caring community 
who embrace the quintessential kiwi lifestyle. Relaxed living, beautiful surroundings and positive people are what itôs 
all about.  
 Taupo is known for its adrenaline activities like bungee jumping, sky diving and jet boating, but equally for its 
fishing, boating, walking and natural attractions such as geothermal hot pools, waterfalls, forests and volcanoes.  All of 
this can be done within relatively close proximity to the Taupo town centre, making it the ideal base for your visit.  



 

 

 Relax at your hotel; take a walk to the town centre to browse the shops & cafes on the waterfront. If you wish to 
go trout fishing, golfing & other sightseeing activities please advise and we will book on your behalf.  
 Morning farm visit on route to Rotorua. Mark & Sherry Stokman run 200 Angus stud cows, as well as commer-
cial Angus heifers on a property bordering Lake Ohakuri, which is a very beautiful area in New Zealand. Sherry is origi-
nally from an Angus stud operation in Montana and is looking forward to hosting folks from North America.  
 Upon arrival into Rotorua you will enjoy a free afternoon. This evening you will discover the Tamaki Maori Vil-
lage. You will be greeted by imposing warriors who will perform the Powhiri (traditional Maori welcome) before you 
walk through a forest of pine trees and learn about some of the traditional Maori arts. Later enjoy the Maori hangi 
(traditionally prepared meats and vegetables) which has been slow cooked beneath the earth using hot stones, as well as 
enjoying a selection of more conventional dishes. Be inspired by a concert and cultural performance featuring stirring 
Maori songs, haunting chants and the famous haka. 
 This morning you will visit the original Sheep and beef operation that the Hobbiton movie set is located on. The 
farm has over 2000 acres, running a beef and sheep operation. Enjoy a tour of the farm with the owner who will give you 
an insight into running the farm with the most popular tourist attraction in New Zealand.  
 Experience Hobbiton Movie Set at dusk with a guided tour of the Shire. Your guide escorts you through the 
twelve acre site recounting fascinating details of how the movie set was created.  
The tour concludes at The Green Dragon Inn with ample time to relax in front of the open fires enjoying a complimen-
tary beverage from the exclusive Hobbit South farthing range. The guests will then be moved through into the Green 
Dragon dining room and treated to a banquet feast fit for 
a Hobbit. The tables will be full of traditional Hobbit 
fare and as is the tradition in The Shire, second helpings 
are encouraged.  
To conclude this premium Hobbiton Movie Set experi-
ence, after dinner the guests will rejoin their guide to 
make their way back through the wandering paths of the 
Shire. The trails will be illuminated by path lighting and 
each guest will receive an authentic hand held lantern to 
light the way. For this stunning journey under moon-
light, travel through the village breathtakingly lit up with 
Hobbit hole chimneyôs smoking and lanterns glowing 
against the darkness. 
Morning visit to Horse Stud Farm in Cambridge. Cam-
bridge Stud has long been New Zealandôs finest thor-
oughbred nursery. Cambridge Stud was established in 1975 and during the nearly four decades since has been progres-
sively developed into a showpiece property, spreading over 1000 acres of the finest horse country New Zealand has to 
offer.  
 Transfer to Auckland wharf where you will board a ferry cruise to Waiheke Island through the glorious Hauraki 
Gulf. Arrive at Matiatia where you will be greeted on the wharf by Ananda Tours. The tour will commence with a drive 
along the scenic northern route, taking in spectacular views of the Hauraki Gulf and beyond to the Coromandel Peninsu-
la. Next enjoy a tasting at Peacock Sky; the wines are all carefully matched with morsels of tempting food created daily 
by the vineyard owners. After your tasting, stay on for lunch in their vineyard restaurant. Our next visit is to Stonyridge 
Vineyard for wine tasting. Founded in 1982, Stonyridge is a world class producer of Cabernet blends and is the home of 
one of New Zealandôs cult wines, Larose. You will taste their Church Bay Chardonnay, Merlot/ Cabernet Franc as well 
as the Fallen Angel Sauvignon Blanc. Depart Oneroa and travel back to the ferry, sailing via Davenport to Auckland. 
You will then be transferred back to your hotel where the rest of the afternoon will be for you to spend at your leisure. 
 This evening for our dinner we will walk to the Sky Tower to enjoy a delicious farewell dinner at the Orbit Res-
taurant with spectacular views and fresh food. 
 Time to say farewell to New Zealand, as you fly out of Auckland back to Canadaésit back and reminisce about 
the scenery, people, experiences you have taken part in, the memories & stories will last a lifetime! Hope you can join us 
on this wonderful trip to beautiful New Zealand!   
 

For more information or to register for the New Zealand Ag Tour with PCBFA, 
contact Lawrence with Leader Tours Inc. at 
1-844-370-7044 or lawrence@leadertours.ca  
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