
December is  

Swath Grazing Month! 

Volume 7 

Issue 83 

December 2011 

Swath grazing is a strategy that many beef producers use to aide them in extending the grazing season dur-

ing the winter months.  As more information and trial results are being available to producers, this strategy 

is becoming more popular and is quite visible as you drive through the Peace Country.  

Forage Selection 
Many forage varieties can be utilized for swath grazing.  They gener-

ally are either a perennial or annual crop and the most common 

tend to be greenfeed types of barley and oats.  It has been found 

that high yielding grain varieties produce higher forage yields.  To 

enhance forage quality for swath grazing, it is suggested to select for 

forages that are late maturing. 

Site Selection 
For the best results, it is imperative to choose a field where animal 

condition can be monitored; where a water system is available, if 

using snow is either an unreliable or unusable option; where shelter 

is available (natural or temporary) and provides protection from the 

wind, as these animals tend to expend more energy in this grazing system compared to traditional methods; 

where access to swaths will not be limited in the event of extreme snow drifting; where supplemental feed 

can be provided if necessary; and where wildlife problems can be controlled.  

Swathing 
The swath should lie on the top of the stubble and be as large and rounded as possible.  Larger swaths help 

to reduce wastage in deep snow and shed some water and snow.  Cereals should be swathed at the soft to 

mid-dough stage.  If possible, swath late enough into the fall (without jeopardizing quality) to ensure that 

cool temperatures limit mold growth.  In the event that a damaged mature grain crop is salvageable through 

swath grazing, be sure to take care that grain overload does not occur, as cattle tend to go for the mature 

grain heads first.   

Forage Quality 
The quality of the swaths will decrease over time.  The difference in nutritive value tends to be the biggest 

between November and April.  The main shift in quality is the digestibility (ADF) and fiber (NDF) percent-

age, which will increase between September to April.  Therefore an energy supplement in the spring may be 

required. 

Grazing Management 
For swath grazing to be successful, there are a few management practices that need to be followed.  These 

include ensuring cattle are kept healthy and in good condition and that shelter, feed and fencing are consid-

ered when developing and implementing a swath grazing plan.  If calves, young cows and thin cows with 

calves are going to be utilizing this grazing system, it is wise to provide extra supplementation that provides 

the extra energy that they are going to require.  In addition, swath utilization, which can be the most chal-

lenging, is an extremely important factor.  If animals are not restricted with an appropriate portable electric 

fence set up, they will only graze portions of the swath and trample other areas, reducing the efficiency and 

profitability of this grazing system.   

Residue Management 
The amount of residue remaining in the field will depend on: the length of the grazing period; snow and ice 

accumulation; swath access; stocking rates; and animal distribution.  It is important to 

make the cows clean up the swaths to the best of their ability 

before moving them on to the next one.  In the event that 

snow conditions limit swath grazing, animals can return to 

the site in the spring to clean up the remaining residue. 

Cost Savings and Economics 
Using this practice helps to reduce costs associated with bal-

ing or silage; feed hauling and storage; and equipment opera-

tion for winter feeding.  Labor costs can also be reduced by 

up to 1/3 and the need for manure disposal will be reduced, 

since animals are out spreading waste in the field rather than 

in a concentrated area. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Garth & 
Rhonda Shaw on the arrival of 

Joseph Harry Shaw, 7lbs 5oz, on 
October 15, 2011.  



Jaime Borduzak-Semple 

Manager 

High Prairie, AB 

780-523-4033 

780-835-0381 

Akim Omokanye 

Research Coordinator 

Fairview, AB 

780-835-6799 

780-835-1112 

EVENTS 

Through one of PCBFA’s producer trials looking at 

utilizing warm season annuals to extend the grazing 

season, Odell Raymond, north of Peace River, looked 

at feeding millet (german & proso) and forage sorghum 

in a swath grazing system.  Each forage was seeded on 

1 acre plots (3 acres in total) at a rate of 15 lbs/ac.  

The seeding date was May 26, 2011.  The following 

table shows the yield and basic  chemical composition 

of the three warm season annuals. 

Table 1. Dry matter yield (DMY) and feed value (% 

DM) of forage millet & sorghum grown for swath grazing in Peace River.  

On October 20, there were 108 cows plus calves that were put onto the 3 acre piece, which was 

swathed in the first week of September.  There was enough forage present to sustain the animals for 

4 days.  Therefore, it can be extrapolated that 30 acres could last for 40 days and so on.  The pic-

tures below are of the german millet swaths.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on swath grazing visit: www.foragebeef.ca or Ropin’ the Web! 

 
Biodiesel Workshop 
Tuesday Jan 17 @ 
High Prairie Elks Hall 
Topics include: 
- biodiesel production 
- making your own 
batch 
$40.00 per person 
RSVP by Jan 13 to  
Morgan 780.835.6799 
Jaime 780-523-4033 
 
 
PCBFA AGM: 
Friday Feb 10 @  
Dunvegan Motor Inn, 
Fairview  
5:00 Annual Meeting 
6:00 Supper 
7:00 Speaker &  
   Eentertainment 
 

Come  Celebrate  
30 years with  us! 
 
 
PCBFA employment 
opportunities 
We are currently look-
ing for a:  
Project/Extension 
Coordinator 
for the High Prairie 
office.  Person must 
display a passion for 
agriculture, be self mo-
tivated, have an agri-
culture or environment 
related Degree or Di-
ploma. Position to start 
Jan 1, 2012. Call Jaime 
form more info. 

       Are you  
interested in receiving 

our newsletter electroni-

cally. Please send your 

email address to  

jborduzak@gprc.ab.ca 

Morgan Hobin 

Extension Coordinator / AESA Technician  

Fairview, AB 

780-835-6799 

780-835-8614 

May everyone have a safe and happy 
holiday season and a profitable and 

productive 2012! 

Crop variety DM, t/ac CP Ca P ADF NDF TDN 

Proso millet 5.68 10.76 0.24 0.20 43.05 65.46 56.65 

German millet 3.88 17.02 0.39 0.27 42.70 61.69 56.83 

Forage sorghum (CFS30) 5.50 11.63 0.26 0.23 39.63 65.03 58.37 


