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About Us
The Peace Country Beef & Forage Association was founded in 1982 by livestock producers in the
Fairview and Hines Creek area for the purpose of demonstrating new forage varieties and tech-
nology. The PCBFA is a charitable, producer-driven organization that strives to develop regen-
erative, profitable, and sustainable agricultural systems. We provide leading edge, credible, and 
locally viable information to Peace Country producers, through our applied research and knowl-
edge transfer programs. 

Mission
The Peace Country Beef & Forage Association is a producer group with the goal to be a hub of 
innovative, relevant and local beef, forage, soil health, and crop information for Peace Country 
Producers.

Vision
A Peace Country producer’s first stop for optimizing beef, forage and crop production, and soil 
health, to maximize profitability with innovative and credible information.

Mandate
The Peace Country Beef & Forage Association believes that the sustainability of rural communi-
ties in the Peace River region will be dependent upon a strong agricultural economy with livestock 
production as its foundation.

Our Region
PCBFA works with producers in an area stretching from High Prairie to the B.C. border and from 
Manning to Valleyview. Our focus area has 1.9 million acres of pasture land and 118,000 breed-
ing cows.



189
Farm Members

10
Partnering

Municipalities
Kilometers

Driven

57,452

10
Volunteer

Board Directors

14
Staff 
Team

189
Farm Members

10
Partnering

Municipalities
Kilometers

Driven

57,452

10
Volunteer

Board Directors

14
Staff 
Team

189
Farm Members

10
Partnering

Municipalities
Kilometers

Driven

57,452

10
Volunteer

Board Directors

14
Staff 
Team

189
Farm Members

10
Partnering

Municipalities
Kilometers

Driven

57,452

10
Volunteer

Board Directors

14
Staff 
Team

189
Farm Members

10
Partnering

Municipalities
Kilometers

Driven

57,452

10
Volunteer

Board Directors

14
Staff 
Team

Peace  Country  Beef  & Forage Associat ion 2022 5

2022-23 PCBFA Quick 
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2022-23 Board of Directors

Clay Armstrong

Chairman
Director, Southwest
Goodfare, AB
p: 780-832-8620

Allan McLachlan

Vice Chaiman
Director, North
Dunvegan, AB
p: 780-834-7399

Dan Martin

Secretary/Treasurer
Director, Southwest
Baytree, AB
p: 250-784-4201

Michael   
Strebchuk

Director, Southeast
High Prairie, AB
p: 780-536-5400

Kasity Bilous

Director, North
Fairview, AB
p: 780-834-7276

Louise 
Liebenberg

Director, Southeast
High Prairie, AB
p: 780-536-6654

Kyle Davies

Director, At Large
Brownvale, AB
p: 780-618-1300

Michael Gross

Director, North
Hines Creek, AB
p: 403-627-8388

Clint Ostrem

Director, At Large
Eureka River, AB
p: 780-834-7257

Andrew Hale

Director, North
Worsley, AB
p: 780-835-9508

The Peace Countr y Beef & Forage Associat ion is  governed by 10 volunteer pro-
ducers from across the Peace Region,  who act ively voice quest ions,  ideas,  and 

concerns to address the needs of  the agricultural  industr y in the Peace.

Our area is  designated into three zones,  with producer representat ion from each 
zone.  The Nor th Zone is  nor th of  the Peace River,  f rom the Town of Peace Riv-
er,  west to the BC border.  The Southwest Zone is  south of  the Peace River,  and 
from the Smoky River to the BC Border.  The Southeast Zone is  south of  the 
Peace River,  and east of  the Smoky River to Slave Lake.  There are also two At 

Large posit ions,  f i l led by producers from anywhere in the Peace Region. 
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2022-23 Staff
Liisa Jeffrey

Executive Director

e: liisa@pcbfa.ca
c: 780-394-7419

Chelsey Hostettler

Farm Projects Coordinator

e: chelsey@pcbfa.ca
c: 780-523-0443

Katie McLachlan

Extension & Office  
Manager

e: katie@pcbfa.ca
c: 780-772-0277

Dr Akim Omokanye

Science Director

e: akim@pcbfa.ca
c: 780-835-1112

Dr Blasius 
Azuhnwi

Research Scientist

e: blasius@pcbfa.ca
p: 780-835-6799

Johanna Murray

Extension Coordinator

e: johanna@pcbfa.ca
c: 780-523-4033

Buthaina 
Al-Maqtari

Research Coordinator

e: buthaina@pcbfa.ca
c: 403-667-2219

Shelley Henkel

Research Technician

e: shelley@pcbfa.ca

Summer Research Technician Team
Deanna Koch, Emily Kyle, Hayden Gnam, Emilie Torwalt & Ryan Bell

University of Alberta Ph.D Student
Hayford Gyamfi
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Chairman's Report
Well, 2022, what can we say about it? It was closer to nor-
mal than what we’ve seen over the last couple years, with 
more extension events held and in-person engagements 
being acceptable again.  A new grant opportunity called 
the On-Farm Climate Action Fund (OFCAF) was announced 
this year and one round of funding applications has already 
come and gone.  GREAT NEWS THOUGH, the second 
round just opened up again for applications, SO DO NOT 
MISS OUT.  Contact PCBFA’s Extension & Office Manager, 
Katie McLachlan, for assistance. Through the first round 
of funding, she assisted producers in the Peace Country 
with OFCAF applications for projects totalling more than 
$625,000 - way to go Katie!

In March, we held a Board Governance training session 
with David Irvine, which was a great success.  We were 
able to connect as a group and welcome new board mem-

bers.  Both new and old members got to learn the ins and outs of a strategic board framework, 
which has been a more challenging, but rewarding, governance model for the board to execute - 
as opposed to our previous operational model.  In time this will allow the board to act and serve 
as a type of “think tank” for the future of PCBFA. 

We had another great year with plots in Fairview, DeBolt, Teepee Creek, and High Prairie where 
much was learnt, and great information collected.  Of course, with this being the second year in 
a row of drought conditions in most of the areas in the Peace, there were mixed results between 
plot sites. A successful 8th Annual Field Day at the Fairview Research Farm was held in August, 
and those that were able to attend got to see firsthand all the hard work that was put into these 
plots by the PCBFA staff.  Hats off to all the staff for the great job done!  I’m always a fan of see-
ing the comparison plots of the different producer cocktail mixes.

The additional acres at the research farm were seeded down to canola in 2022, and we were able 
to benefit from the great commodity prices seen for the crop this year.  The uptick to commod-
ity prices across the board have been a welcome change for farmers as we all continue to fight 
the cost of inflation and input costs.  These additional funds helped us cover costs in areas where 
funding was lacking or some assistance was needed.  

With the ever-changing landscape of funding for Applied Research Associations (ARA’s) we were 
definitely challenged throughout the year to secure the necessary dollars to run research projects, 

Clay Armstrong
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extension events, and to maintain core funding for the association.  With RDAR at the helm now 
for funding, it has most definitely forced us to ask some hard questions.  We decided to hire a 
consultant to help us build a Strategic Plan for the future of PCBFA.  It has been a very informa-
tive process so far and we hope to be seeing a completed evaluation within the next few months.

In December, the Western Canada Conference on Soil Health and Grazing was back on and from 
what I heard – they didn’t disappoint.  With amazing speakers like Greg Judy, Jay Fuhrer, Daryl 
Chubb, Kimberly Cornish, Dr Kris Nichols, and so many more, you almost can’t afford not to attend 
this conference, which happens every 2 years.  The incredible amount of knowledge and research 
that is shared throughout these days, along with the endless networking opportunities with other 
like minded producers, allows all participants to leave the conference inspired and fired up for 
future of agriculture.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the board and staff of PCBFA for all the hard work 
and dedication that you give to this association.   A special thanks to both Clint Ostrem and Michael 
Gross for your contributions to the board over the past several years.  I personally have had the 
honor to serve on this board for 4 years, and as Chairman for the past year.  It was an eye-open-
ing experience to say the least.  I have learnt an incredible amount and have been able to grow 
exponentially as both a person and as a producer during my tenure here.  Thank you to all the 
members who continue to show support for PCBFA through your attendance, event and project 
hosting, and for all your episodes listened to of our Coffee, Cows & Crops Podcast.  And how could 
we forget a thanks for all those of you who submitted feed and soil samples, which might I add 
are completely FREE with your purchase of an annual membership!!  

Here’s to a great 2023 with ample timely rainfall, bumper crops, and a healthy calf crop for all.

Clay Armstrong
Chair, Peace Country Beef & Forage Association

      PCBFA Board & Staff touring the Fairview Research Farm, June 2022
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Executive Director's Report

Hello again everyone,

Another year has come and gone, and it was a busy one for our 
team!

This year saw the approval and subsequent launch of the Peace 
Region Living Lab. This is a 5-year project supported by a $6 
million investment from Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada, with 9 
regional ag associations working together to deliver the project on 
60 farms across the BC and Alberta Peace. PCBFA is also playing 
a more significant role in the delivery of the project, with our own 
Dr. Akim Omokanye filling the role of Program Director, and myself 
taking on the Financial Coordinator role for the project as a whole. 
For more information on the project, check out the new website at 
www.peacelivinglab.ca.

September 30th , 2022 marked 40 years of the Peace Country Beef 
& Forage Association. At this year’s AGM, we will take a moment 

to acknowledge the many producers, funders, and industry members who have supported us and 
grown with us along the way.

You may have noticed that our team has experienced significant growth over the past 5 years. 
Prior to that growth, we were still churning out a high volume of research projects and extension
events, but this was at the expense of the team. Our staff members were accumulating incredi-
bly high amounts of banked overtime hours, and our employee turnover rate was high. This pace 
was not sustainable. Thanks to extensive advocacy efforts from Alberta’s applied research and 
forage associations, the 2018-2023 Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) program was rolled 
out with several funding streams designed to better support our research and extension projects. 
Through these programs, we have been able to increase the number of specifically funded, multi-
year research projects from 5 in 2016 to 13 in 2022. The funding coming in for these projects has 
allowed us to increase our team to the size truly needed to successfully execute the research pro-
gram, and as a result, I’m happy to say that our overtime is well under control, and our staff turn-
over rate has decreased from 31% to 4%.

However, challenges with obtaining research project funding in recent years have threatened the 
sustainability of the size and scope of our research program. The last several years have seen some 
major shifts in the agriculture research and extension world. With the formation of RDAR, Alberta 
Agriculture stepped out of ag research and extension altogether – both from a funding perspective 

Liisa Jeffrey, BSc (Agr), PAg
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as well as ‘doing’. The CAP programs that had served us so well were dismantled. The overall pool 
of available funds has decreased, causing competition amongst research and extension organiza-
tions to increase, and jeopardizing collaboration.

As a result, in 2021 the board began asking some tough questions around the priorities, direction, 
and core purpose of PCBFA. We wondered – how do we continue to thrive in this new world of 
funding, and carve out a niche role for our association that delivers maximum value to Peace pro-
ducers? We knew that this was bigger than just a strategic plan – we needed intense stakeholder 
feedback, a thorough review of our business model, and possibly a whole new direction for the 
association. We brought on Paula Schmidt of Strategic Dynamics to guide us through the pro-
cess, and she and the board have spent the winter months gathering feedback from producers in 
the region. In March, the board begins the process of turning that information into a plan for the 
future of the association. Stay tuned for that plan in 2023!

Although we have faced some bleak budget outlooks the past two years, as project funding dis-
appeared, we have persevered and managed to come out of both years without significant finan-
cial loss. I’m pleased to say that as of right now, the budget outlook for 2023-24 is much closer 
to normal. This is thanks in part to the Peace Region Living Lab project, as well as the support of 
Saddle Hills County in organizing a series of multi-year projects to take place in the County.

As always, a sincere and wholehearted thank you to those who donate, collaborate, and champion 
the work that we are doing, and to our members and those who attend events, read our materials, 
and use our services. Please let us know what we are doing well, and how we could better sup-
port your farm. We hope to be here working with you for another 40 years to come.

Thank you,

Liisa Jeffrey, BSc(Agr), PAg

              PCBFA Staff participating in the 2022 Summer's End Parade in 
               Fairview, August 2022
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Member of the Year 
Recipient
In 2022, we present our sixth Member of the Year Award to Garth Shaw.

When you flip through the pages of past PCBFA research reports, Garth's name comes up fairly 
regularly. Garth is never afraid to question a paradigm, push the envelope on new practices, or 
just ask 'Why?'. PCBFA has gleaned a lot of knowledge, research ideas, and extension opportu-
nites from the Shaw Ranch. Garth is passionate about the future of regenerative agriculture, and 
wants to leave his farm in the best shape he can for the next generation.

Garth has been a long-time member of PCBFA, previously serving on our board of directors, and 
always being an engaged member of the PCBFA community. Garth is also a big supporter of 
PCBFA's field-scale research activites at the Fairview Research Farm, donating his time, equip-
ment and knowledge to PCBFA's efforts to turn our additional acres from cash-cropping into a 
fully functioning Research Farm. 

We are so pleased to present our 2022 Member of the Year Award to Garth Shaw!



Peace  Country  Beef  & Forage Associat ion 2022 13

Grant Gaschnitz Memorial 
Ag Knowledge Sponsorship 
Recipient
The Gaschnitz family and the PCBFA Board of Directors were very pleased to be able to present 
the third annual Grant Gachnitz Memorial Ag Knowledge Sponsorship to Elly Beamish

Elly grew up in the High Prairie area on her family's livestock operation where they raise beef cat-
tle and sheep. She has her own herd of cows and small flock of sheep that she manages with her 
family. Elly truely has a passion for animals.

Elly is persuing her Animal Health Technology diploma at Lakeland College in Vermillion. This is 
what Elly says about her studies: "I 
have been accepted to Lakeland’s 
Animal Health Technology pro-
gram for the fall. It is a two year 
program, which will have many 
classroom lessons, and many 
labs where we will do hands-on 
work with animals. It is a program 
where I will learn how to draw 
blood from animals and run many 
different diagnostic procedures, 
monitor animals under general 
anesthesia, and more."

Once she has completed her stud-
ies, Elly hope to return to the High 
Prairie area to work in the veteri-
nary field, and remain involved in 
the family farm. 

We wish Elly the best of luck in 
her future endeavours!
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Summary of 2022-23 
Extension Program
2022 Annual General Meeting, March 18th
60 Attendees
At our 2022 Annual General Meeting, we heard a research update from Akim and held round 
table discussions on the strategic direction of PCBFA. Our Keynote speaker this year was Dr. Tim 
McAllister, a livestock researcher from Lethbridge who spoke about preventing BVRD. 

Predator Management for Livestock Producers, March 29th 
23 Attendees
At this event, we discussed methods for preventing and reducing the risk of predation on Livestock. 
Jeff Bectell from the Waterton Biosphere presented on community organizations and the trials and 
demos they have worked on. Joe Englehart presented on using stockmanship to encourage live-
stock to herd and range riding to discourage wolves. Lousie Leibenberg also presented on using 
guardian dogs and the benefits and drawbacks of guardian dogs as a predator reduction tool.

Perennial Plot Site Tours DeBolt & Fairview, June 15th & 16th
6 Attendees
Guest speakers Dr Obioha Durunna and Karin Lindquist spoke about swath grazing, cattle min-
eral, and managing perennial crops while Dr Akim Omokanye and PhD student Hayford Gyamfi 
discussed PCBFA’s Perennial Ecosystem project which studies the moisture and yield manage-
ment of perennial forage mixes.

Stockmanship Clinics with Dylan Biggs, 
June 23rd and 24th
38 Attendees
PCBFA was very excited to welcome Cattle 
Handling expert Dylan Biggs to the Peace this 
June for two stockmanship clinics in Saddle 
Hills County and the MD of Greenview. We 
started with a review of theory in the morn-
ing before heading out to our host’s farms to 
handle some cattle. 

Pasture Rejuvenation Field Day, June 28th
29 Attendees
Dr Bart Lardner and Dr Akim Omokanye both presented at this workshop in Teepee Creek and 

Stockmanship Clinic attendees watching a sorting 
demonstration June 23rd near Fourth Creek
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after lunch we were able to head out to the 
Teepee Creek Legume Rejuvenation project 
site and see what the treatments look like 3 
years after implementation. 

Teepee Creek Plot Walk, July 21st
9 Attendees
We hosted a plot tour at our Teepee Creek site 
again. Our research team toured attendees 
through the plots and gave preliminary results. 

Kinuso Pasture Walk, July 28th
11 Attendees
We were happy to host Kevin Elmy and Dr Blasius Azuhnwi for this workshop in Kinuso where 
we discussed animal nutrition, weed and soil management, Water management, and had a pas-
ture walk North of Kinuso.

Annual Field Day @ the Research Farm, August 4th
54 Attendees
Thanks to everyone who braved the weather for our field day this year! Despite a new format and 
heavy rainfall; we were happy to host Grazier Jim Bauer, Soil Health consultant Daryl Chubb, face 
painting, and a small tradeshow at this year’s field day. Our research team presented information 
about the many projects we ran this year and we closed up the day with supper!

Pasture Tour at the Western Stock Grower’s Association August, 9th & 10th
15 Attendees
PCBFA was honoured to assist with the Western Stock Grower’s Association Annual meeting and 
Pasture tour this year in Valleyview. We presented an overview of our projects and were able to 
assist with the pasture walk where we discussed managed grazing, and decision making in dry 
conditions with local expert graziers Bill, Jeanne & Clay Hanson.

Attendees learning from producer host Bill Hanson at the 
Western Stock Grower's Tour near Valleyview August 10th

Checking out James Yuha's composting operation during the On-Farm Composting Day in Savanna, October 3rd
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On-Farm Compost Day, Oct 3rd
30 Attendees
We were excited to visit James Yuha’s operation where he discussed compost and vermiculture 
and making compost teas to help improve his hay-land. Our Guest speaker Brad Monesmith dis-
cussed implementing composting in your operation and tips for making composting projects eas-
ier to manage, and more effective. 

Youth Ag Tours, September 20th & 22nd
We were excited to partner with the County of Grande Prairie and Northen Sunrise County to 
take five Grade 11 Biology classes from Beaverlodge, Grimshaw and Peace River on a tour of local 
farms! The students got to tour and hear from producers on a wide range of farms from beef and 
grain operations to a dairy and apiary! The students and teachers left the tour with a new knowl-
edge of food production and career opportunities in the Ag sector. 

OFCAF Application Workshops, October 20,21, and 24th
30 Attendees
We were able to host these three workshops to assist producers who wanted to apply for fund-
ing through the 2022 opening of the On-Farm Climate Action Fund. 

Organic Livestock Event, Oct 21 
18 Attendees
Through a collaboration with Organic Alberta, we brought Kelly Sidoryk up and local organic pro-
ducer Jerry Kitt for an event discussing managing and building organic livestock operations. Local 
organic Beef Producer Soames Smith also hosted a pasture walk and provided the beef for an 
excellent supper. 

Nutrition Workshops, Nov 7-10th
22 Attendees
Partnering with Blue Rock Nutrition, and Zoetis, we hosted four mineral and nutrition workshops 
in November across the Peace. Lee Eddy of Bluerock presented information on mineral manage-
ment while Dr. John McKinnon discussed 
the use of implants to improve feed effi-
ciency and mineral utilization. 

Finding Fairness in Farm Transition with 
Elaine Froese, November 18th
47 Attendees
PCBFA teamed up with the County of 
Northern Sunrise, NPARA, and SARDA to 
bring Farm Transition Expert Elaine Froese 
to Peace River for a workshop on effective 
farm transition. Great crowd for Finding Fairness in Farm Transition with Elaine 

Froese November 18th in Peace River
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1st Annual East Peace Research Update, December 9th
11 Attendees
With the County of Big Lakes, we hosted a workshop at Triangle hall discussing some of PCBFA’s 
recent research projects. Brenna Grant from Canfax, also presented a cattle market update and an 
update on industry profitability trends from the Cow/Caf Economic Network.

Feeding Sheep & Goats Webinar, December 9th
101 Registrants
In collaboration with Country Junction Feeds, we hosted a webinar on the evening of December 9th 
where we discussed general ration building, feed requirements and minerals with Jamie McAllister, 
a ruminant nutritionist from Country Junction Feeds.

Western Canadian Conference on Soil Health and Grazing, December 13th, 14th & 15th
525 Attendees
We were excited to be involved again in the planning and hosting of the Western Canada Conference 
on Soil Health & Grazing. This conference saw speakers from across Canada, the US, and even 
the UK! Attendees came from all across North America. It was a fabulous conference full of great 
information, and excellent networking. 

Winter Watering Systems 
Tour, January 26th
11 Attendees
We were happy to be able 
to host our Winter Watering 
Systems Tour at Birch 
Meadows Colony north 
of Eaglesham. For once, it 
was not -40 for our tour 
and instead a balmy +2! 
Regardless, great informa-
tion was gleaned from our 
host Mark who showed us his 
geothermal, solar, and feedlot 
watering systems. 

Drought Recovery Webinar Series, February 3rd, 10th & 17th 
80 Registrants
In partnership with the Peace Region Living Lab, we hosted a 3-part webinar series focusing on 
drought recovery. We talked grazing management with Jim Gerrish, fertility considerations with 
Akim Omokanye, and feed and hay planning with Barry Yaremcio.

Attendees checking out a winter watering system at Birch Meadows Colony at 
our Winter Watering Systems Tour, January 26th
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Peace Beef Cattle Day, February 15th
20 Attendees
We held our annual Peace Beef Cattle Day focused on production in Grimshaw. Topics covered 
included OFCAF funding, beef cattle nutrition, farm taxation, and a presentation from Lakeland 
College on the feed efficiency and virtual fencing work they are doing. 

Podcast
We published 24 new episodes of Coffee Cows & Crops this year covering topics that ranged 
from business management to grazing, to animal health and predation. The podcast is published 
bi-weekly, or every other Tuesday and features local research projects, 
helpful organizations, and innovative practices. If you haven’t already, 
check out our feed on the website, Spotify, Google podcasts, or any 
podcast app!

Forage Facts
Forage Facts is a monthly newsletter that provides timely information 
relevant to the beef and forage sector. It is also the best source of infor-
mation about what extension events we have planned and how you can 
participate! Forage Facts is sent out to our entire membership, including 
our participating municipal districts and counties. This newsletter is an 
invaluable way to communicate information to our members, as well as inform them of new ideas 
on the horizon.

Northern Horizon Collaboration
PCBFA, along with our fellow Peace Country research organizations, have teamed up with the 
Northern Horizon to include research reports in every second edition. Be sure to keep your eyes 
open when you pick up your copy of the Horizon for some local research!

Website
If you haven’t already, be sure to check out the PCBFA website at www.peacecountrybeef.ca. 
Information about the association, upcoming events, ongoing projects, career opportunities, and 
publications (i.e. Journal Research Papers, Forage Facts, or Annual Reports) are all available on 
our website.

Social Media
PCBFA is very active on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube, 
extending our reach to connect with producers in more non-traditional 
ways. Through our social media accounts, we are able to instantly share 
news, updates, or stories that are affecting or related to the beef and 
forage industry. It is also a wonderful tool for advertising our upcom-
ing events and sharing all PCBFA updates right at our fingertips! Stay 
connected—follow us!
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Research Program
Overview
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Summary of 2021-22 
Research Program
Due to the immense amount of data that our team needs to comb through, the decision has been 
made to separate the full research reports from the Annual Report and publish them separately. 
Keep your eyes open for the full 2022 Research Report to be published later this year.

In 2022, we maintained small plot research trials at the Fairview Research Farm, Teepee Creek, 
DeBolt, and High Prairie.

Fairview Research Farm Trials & Demonstrations
Our Research Farm is located 2 miles west of Fairview on Highway 64A, and north ¾ of a mile 
on Range Road 35. The majority of our research is on the south side of the farm, bordering the 
Fairview Airport. Projects at the Fairview Research Farm are supported by Results Driven Agriculture 
Research, and the Canadian Agricultural Partnership.

Screening of Alternative Forage Type Annual Crops, Grasses and Forbs for Forage Production
This trial tests the monocrop forage potential of various forage brassicas and broadleaves com-
monly used in cocktail cover crops including: phacelia, turnip, radish, chicory, buckwheat, and more.

Evaluation of Cereal Mixtures for Forage Yield & Quality
This trial looks at mixtures of barley, oats, trit-
icale, wheat, and rye for forage quality.
 

Pulse/Cereal Mixtures for Improved Forage 
Production
This trial looks at the potential of mixes, where 
the cereal portion is  seeded at 50% of recom-
mended rates, and peas are seeded at 75% 
of recommended rates.

Screening of Forage-Type Cereals for 
Forage Production
This trial tests the monocrop forage potential 
of various alternative cereal varieties, includ-
ing millet, annual ryegrass, wheat, and barley.

Pulse Crops for Forage and Seed
This trial looks at 12 varieties of peas and faba 



Peace  Country  Beef  & Forage Associat ion 2022 Annual  Report26

beans for forage and grain quality.
 

Side by Side Assessment of 
Commercial & Producer Cover 
Crop Mixtures
This demonstration showcases 14 
different cocktail mixes used by pro-
ducers across the Peace.
 

How Bio Stimulants and Micro-
nutrients can Impact Crop 
Production
This trial is looking at the impact of 
the application of various bio stimu-
lants and micro-nutrients on wheat and canola for grain production.

Enhanced Grain Production in Forage-Type Barley via Plant Growth Regulator Applied at 
Stem Elongation Growth Stage
This trial is testing the effects of applying PGR's to forage-type barley varieties and the effect on 
grain yield.

Intercropping Systems for Forage, Seed, and Ecosystem Functions
This trial is looking at the effects that intercropping has on seed and forage yield, as well as the 
effects that it has on soil moisture use and nutrient cycling. 

Forage Production, Quality Potential, and Ecosystem Functions of Perennial Forages
This project is managed by a University of Alberta PhD Student and is looking at the soil functions 
under perennials in addition to forage yield and quality.

Demonstration of AAC Trueman Alfalfa
This field-scale demonstration is in partnership 
with Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada and is 
demonstrating the growth potential of a new 
alfalfa variety - AAC Trueman to other com-
monly used alfalfas.

Alberta Wheat Commission Seed Rate 
Demonstration
This small plot trial was in partnership with the 
Alberta Wheat Commission, demonstrating a 
variety of different wheat seeding rates. This 
demonstration was replicated at multiple sites 
across Alberta.
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Evaluation of Strategic Land Use Options Through Forage, Crop, and Livestock Integration
This field-scale project looks to evaluate integrated crop-livestock systems that encourage sus-
tainable farming and generate positive interactions between crops and livestock, with environ-
mental and economic benefits. 

Teepee Creek Trials & Demonstrations
Our Teepee Creek site is 3 miles west of Teepee Creek on Hwy 674. Big thank you to our land-
owner, Garth Issac for allowing us access to this wonderful site. The trials at this site are funded 
by the Canadian Agriculture Partnership program. 

Evaluation of Cereal Mixtures for Forage Yield & Quality
This trial looks at mixtures of barley,oats, triticale, wheat, and rye for forage quality.
 

Pulse/Cereal Mixtures for Improved Forage Production
This trial looks at the potential of mixes, where the cereal portion is seeded at 50% of recom-
mended rates, and peas are seeded at 75% of recommended rates
 

Screening of Forage-Type Cereals for Forage Production
This trial tests the monocrop forage potential of various alternative cereal varieties, including mil-
let, annual ryegrass, wheat, and barley.

Pulse Crops for Forage and Seed
This trial looks at 12 varieties of peas and faba beans for forage and grain quality.
 

DeBolt Trials & Demonstrations
Our DeBolt Site is located north of the DeBolt town site on Hwy 763, and a mile east on Twp 
road 740. Huge thank you to our collaborating landowner Marc Pellerin for use of this site. This 
site is 100% funded through a collaboration of Results Driven Agriculture Research and the MD 
of Greenview. 
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Side by Side Assessment of Commercial & Producer 
Cover Crop Mixtures
This demonstration showcases 14 different cocktail mixes 
used by producers across the Peace.

In Search of Adaptable Low Heat Unit Corn Hybrids for 
Winter Feeding Systems
This trial is comparing 16 corn varieties for performance 
as a winter feed source for beef cows.

Testing Seed Treatment, Inoculant Response, and 
Phosphorus Fertilizer Application on Pea Production 
and Residual Soil Nitrogen
This trial is testing effects that inoculant, seed treatment, 
and fertility application has on pea production and resid-
ual soil nitrogen.

Screening of Perennial Forages
This trial is looking at yield, quality, and growth potential 
of various perennial grasses, legumes, and mixtures.

High Prairie Trials & Demonstrations
Our High Prairie Perennial Site is 1/4 mile south of the High Prairie AgriPlex on Hwy 749. Thanks 
to Bill Fevang and Fevang Farms for their continued support of our programming by hosting this 
site for the 7th year running. This project is a provincial project receiving funding from the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership program. 

This site is testing the establishment, yield, nutritional quality, and longevity of various perennial 
species as follows:

1. Perennial Grass/Legume Mixes
This trial includes 9 perennial mixes for pasture and hay
 

2. Perennial Legumes
This trial includes 15 perennial legume varieties
 

3. Perennial Grasses
This trial features 12 species and varieties of perennial 
grasses

On-Farm Trials & Demonstrations
 

Peace Region Living Labs
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PCBFA is excited to be working collaboratively with 9 other regional groups to host the Peace 
Region Living Lab. Through this project, PCBFA has 9 field-scale projects throughout the region 
that will be monitored for the next 5 years. 

Corn Variety for Grazing Demonstration: Forage Yield and Forage Quality Indicators
This trial is comparing 16 corn varieties for performance as a winter feed source for beef cows, 
and selection of low heat unit corn varieties. This site is hosted by Mack Erno near Teepee Creek.

Rejuvenating Pastures with Legumes: Potential of Alternative Pasture Improvement Strategies 
for Maximum Environmental and Economic Sustainability
This three year trial wrapped up in 2021. Through this project, we looked at various methods of 
adding legumes to pastures without breaking & re-seeding for improving soil health, forage pro-
ductivity, livestock carrying capacity, and profit. This project is being extended in term through the 
Peace Region Living Lab. This site is hosted by Mack Erno near Teepee Creek.

Soil Health Benchmarking
PCBFA is continuing with the province-wide ARA collaboration with the CARA Soil Health Lab to take soil 
health benchmarks throughout the province to determine the impact of various practices on soil health. 
This year PCBFA re-sampled fields with 8 regional producers. 
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Financial
Overview
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Financial Break Down

CAP/RDAR Research & Extension Grants
30.9%

Municipal Funding
21.7%

RDAR Core Fund
17%

ASB Resource Grant
13.3%

General Revenue
10%

Federal Grants
7%

Industry Grants
0.2%

PCBFA Revenue Breakdown
2021-2022 - Total $963,162

Research Activities
59%

Extension Activities
26%

Core Activities
10%

Cropping Program
5%

PCBFA Expense Breakdown
2021-2022 - Total $963,050
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Peace Country Beef & Forage Association
Statement of Operations
For the year ended March 31, 2022

(Unaudited)

2022 2021
(Note 14)

Revenue
Crop sales 44,622 92,232
Donations 13,780 27,740
Federal grants 60,863 32,329
Interest income 604 4,591
Memberships 9,265 8,668
Municipal government grants 355,180 288,983
Other grants 28,250 35,846
Products and services 9,139 4,407
Provincial government grants 474,424 429,648
Seminars and workshops 2,790 11,022

Total revenue 998,917 935,466

Expenses
Advertising 2,188 4,176
Amortization 21,669 22,179
Bank charges and interest 525 581
Director expenses 8,800 4,174
Goods and Services Tax 6,962 4,311
Insurance 14,248 15,875
Management contracts and expenses 91,819 77,025
Land rent 18,690 -
Repairs and maintenance 2,756 5,141
Subscriptions, memberships, and other fees 9,525 9,487
Office supplies 7,661 3,684
Professional fees 8,342 8,258
Telephone, utilities and property taxes 13,904 9,831
Training and education 5,121 2,139
Workshops and seminars 76,020 39,130

288,230 205,991

Excess of revenue over expenses before project expenses 710,687 729,475

Project expenses
Crop inputs 28,190 57,487
Custom work 71,892 76,983
Equipment repair and rental 5,450 22,741
Fuel 12,786 8,550
Small tools 15,306 23,368
Feed and soil testing 103,129 69,022
Technician contracts and expenses 484,009 399,964

720,762 658,115

Excess (shortfall) of revenue over expenses (10,075) 71,360

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these  financial statements

2

Peace  Country  Beef  & Forage Associat ion 2022 33



Peace Country Beef & Forage Association
Statement of Changes in Net Assets

For the year ended March 31, 2022
(Unaudited)

Operating
fund

Capital
replacement

reserve

Investment in
capital assets

2022 2021

Net assets beginning of year 229,663 82,998 50,865 363,526 292,166

Excess (shortfall) of revenue over expenses (10,075) - - (10,075) 71,360

Amortization of deferred contributions  (6,886) - 6,886 - -

Amortization of capital assets  21,669 - (21,669) - -

Capital assets purchased during the year (37,631) - 37,631 - -

Interfund transfers  (15,966) 20,386 (4,420) - -

Net assets, end of year 180,774 103,384 69,293 353,451 363,526

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these  financial statements
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Peace Country Beef & Forage Association
Statement of Cash Flows
For the year ended March 31, 2022

(Unaudited)

2022 2021

Cash provided by (used for) the following activities
Operating

Excess (shortfall) of revenue over expenses (10,075) 71,360
Amortization of capital assets 21,669 22,179
Amortization of deferred capital contributions (6,886) (8,879)

4,708 84,660
Changes in working capital accounts

Accounts receivable 96,076 (136,158)
Prepaid expenses and deposits 5,896 3,271
Accounts payable and accruals 4,779 22,949
Deferred contributions (147,408) (142,641)

(35,949) (167,919)

Financing
Advances of long-term debt - 60,000

Investing
Purchase of capital assets (37,631) (7,272)

Decrease in cash resources (73,580) (115,191)

Cash resources, beginning of year 614,581 729,772

Cash resources, end of year 541,001 614,581

Cash resources are composed of:
Cash 178,862 124,562
Restricted cash - current 362,139 435,688
Restricted cash - long term - 54,331

541,001 614,581

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these  financial statements
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Peace  Country  Beef  & Forage Associat ion

Fairview Research Farm
820059 

Range Road 35

Fairview,  AB  T0H 1L0

info@pcbfa.ca

peacecountrybeef.ca


