
Managing & As-
sessing Perennial 
Pasture
By: Johanna Murray

It’s no secret that perennial pasture 
can be an excellent source of low-
cost grazing and hay production. 
But sooner or later, there always 
seems to come a time when the 
pasture has either stopped produc-
ing, weeds or woody species have 
moved in, or all the tame legumes 
have died out. When this happens, 
it’s time to rejuvenate a pasture. 
Changes to your plant stand should 
not be a surprise; plant communi-
ties in nature are always in a state 
of flux even when they reach a 
relatively stable climax communi-
ty. However, if you aren’t using a 

management system that requires 
regular rejuvenation of your perma-
nent pasture, it can become a cost-
ly, time consuming and frustrating 
endeavour. 

So how do you keep your pasture 
in a productive state for longer pe-
riods? An easy answer for estab-
lished pasture is fertility. But that 
doesn’t always necessarily mean 
fertilizer. It may be more effective 
to use the site as a bale grazing or 
winter feeding site instead. Winter 
feeding can add organic matter and 
fertility, improving the soil’s nutrient 
and water holding capacity. If the 
pasture is looking low on fertility, try 
and figure out where all the manure 
from the summer grazing is going. 
If cattle are hanging out in the bush, 
or in certain areas - it may be help-
ful to cross-fence the pasture. 
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Follow Us!

/peacecountrybeef

@PCBFA

@peacecountrybeef

Peace Country Beef & 
Forage Association

peacecountrybeef.ca

Follow Us and 
Stay Up-To-Date With         

Everything PCBFA!

We are continuing our   
relationship with the 

University of Alberta, by 
hosting a second Master's 

Student project at the 
Fairview Research Farm!

http://www.facebook.com/peacecountrybeef
http://twitter.com/pcbfa
https://www.instagram.com/peacecountrybeef/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2aekZ9sowZ6_YVsI3ZgnKg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2aekZ9sowZ6_YVsI3ZgnKg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.peacecountrybeef.ca/
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Do You Have 
Project or 

Workshop Ideas?

We are always
 looking for ideas! 

Give us a call!

PCBFA Member 
Perks:

- Two Free Feed Tests    
  Per Year
- Ration Balancing  
   Assistance
- CAP Application                   
   Assistance
- Environmental Farm  
  Plans
- Scale & Tag Reader  
  Available for                                         
  Member Use
- Soil & Water Quality 
   Testing

Thank You to 
Our Municipal 

Partners

MD of Fairview
MD of Peace

Clear Hills County
Saddle Hills County
MD of Spirit River
Birch Hills County
MD of Greenview
Big Lakes County
County of Grande 

Prairie
Northern Sunrise 

County

If you're looking at rejuvenating or es-
tablishing a new pasture stand, the first 
thing to consider for longevity is spe-
cies selection. Of course, selecting tame 
or native plant species that are adapt-
ed to your ecological region, weather, 
and soil type will help improve estab-
lishment, longevity, and production. So 
just as you wouldn’t plant Taber corn 
in Beaverlodge, you should be making 
sure that the perennial seed you source 
will be able to perform with the short 
growing season and grey soils of the 
Peace.

Research carried out by AAFC in Sas-
katchewan discovered that even under 
aggressive mob grazing (multiple times 
per year and aggressive utilization), Al-
falfa will not decline any faster than un-
der gentle or no utilization. Rather - it 
depends on the hardiness and frost tol-
erance of the variety planted; the more 
winter hardy varieties survive longer 
in the forage stand than those with 
less tolerance. (canadiancattlemen.ca/features/
an-ecological-approach-to-forage-research/.)

Another key consideration for pasture 
longevity is management. 
There’s a long-standing 
rule of thumb about tak-
ing half and leaving half 
when grazing perennial 
and native pasture. Leav-
ing enough plant matter 
behind is especially im-
portant towards the end 
of the growing season. For 
plants to over-winter, they 
need to have enough leaf, 
or as some experts call 'so-
lar panels', left after graz-

ing to recover the carbohydrates and 
root matter necessary to start growing 
again in the spring. It’s also key in dry, 
nutrient-poor areas where there may 
not be enough moisture or resources 
for the plants to replace their lost bio-
mass. Wetter areas, especially wet ar-
eas with good nutrition, are much more 
forgiving regarding how much grass 
you can remove. (extension.oregonstate.edu/
crop-production/pastures-forages/grazing-man-
agement-improved-pastures-1)

Time of grazing, soil health, fertility, and 
moisture also significantly affect how 
much plant matter you can reasonably 
graze. And taking half doesn’t mean 
half the height, but half the mass, which 
means low growing bunch grasses like 
Fescue with more biomass close to the 
ground, can be grazed shorter than 
taller single stalk grasses like timothy. 
(onpasture.com/2017/07/10/grazing-height-deter-
mines-the-health-of-your-forages/)

Another concept of native range man-
agement that may be utilized to good 
effect in tame pasture is staggering 
grazing time to allow plants to set 

Managing & Assessing

http://www.mdfairview.com/
https://mdpeace.com/
https://clearhillscounty.ab.ca/
https://www.saddlehills.ab.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.mdspiritriver.ab.ca/
https://www.birchhillscounty.com/
http://mdgreenview.ab.ca/
https://www.biglakescounty.ca/
https://www.countygp.ab.ca/
https://www.countygp.ab.ca/
https://northernsunrise.net/
https://northernsunrise.net/
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Perennial Pastures

seed. The goal for native pasture is to do this ev-
ery 2-3 years. While some producers may go a 
step further and add legume seed to loose mineral 
or winter feed mature hay on tame pastures that 
need a boost, even a simple rotation change may 
be enough to improve your plant stand. 

Making cows graze mature plants that have al-
ready set seed means the cattle can carry those 
seeds with them when they move - research has 
shown that plant material can take up to 3 days 
to travel through a cow’s system, meaning they 
can distribute seeds from one pasture or paddock 
to another. This can be especially useful if you 
want to use forested pasture without clearing and 
re-seeding it. However, only hard-coated seeds 
such as legumes and some forbs are likely to sur-
vive a trip through the cow’s system. Softer seeds, 
like most grasses, are more likely to be damaged 
in the rumen. However, letting the cows distribute 
the seeds is a significantly cheaper way of reju-
venating pasture than almost any other method. 
(beefresearch.ca/blog/let-cattle-do-the-seeding/) 

Many of these ideas are common sense or may 
seem obvious to many producers. And sometimes 
encroachment of woody species or takeover of 
unproductive or otherwise harmful species may 
mandate a more intensive rejuvenation technique. 
But it never hurts to consider the least-cost and 
time heavy options when dealing with your pe-
rennial pasture. After all, it is supposed to be your 
low input feed source. 

Congratulations to Chelsey, Thomas, 
Rosa & Heidi Hostettler on the early 
arrival of Hudson Lee Hostettler on 

January 31st. 

He weighed in at 3lbs, 6oz

Hudson and Chelsey are healthy, and 
doing well
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Thank You to Our    
Corporate Sponsors

PCBFA recieves funding from the 
Government of Alberta

Contact Our Team!
Johanna Murray

Extension 
Coordinator

High Prairie, AB
C: 780-523-4033

E: johanna@pcbfa.ca

Akim Omokanye
Research 

Program Manager
Fairview, AB

P: 780-835-6799
C: 780-835-1112
E: akim@pcbfa.ca

Katie McLachlan
Interim Operations 

Manager
Fairview, AB

P: 780-835-6799
C: 780-772-0277
E: katie@pcbfa.ca

Liisa Jeffrey
Executive Director

Fairview, AB
C: 780-394-7419
E: liisa@pcbfa.ca

ONE TIME           
FENCING LTD.

Buthaina Al-Maqtari
Research 

Technician Lead
Fairview, AB

C: 403-667-2219
E: buthaina@pcbfa.ca

Proud Member of

Event Date & Time Location

2021 Annual      
General Meeting

March 20th
3pm

Dunvegan Inn & 
Suites, Fairview

AHS & Local Guidelines will be followed at in-person events. 
For More Information & to Register:

Visit peacecountrybeef.ca/upcoming-events or Call 780-523-4033

Upcoming Events

Peace Country Beef & Forage Association's 
2021 Annual General Meeting has been 

Scheduled!
Date: Saturday, March 20th

Time: 3pm - 4:30pm
Location: Dunvegan Inn & Suites                                                

Cost: Renewal of PCBFA Membership

 Due to current public health measures, attendance will be re-
stricted to one person per voting membership. 

Pre-Registration is Required

This meeting will consist of the annual business meeting 
only – there will be no guest speakers, and no meal served. 

The agenda and package for the meeting will be sent out by 
email ahead of time. 

To register or renew your PCBFA Membership, please visit 
peacecountrybeef.ca/agm, or call Katie at 780-772-0277

https://www.nutrienagsolutions.com/
http://onetimefencing.ca/
https://rangeward.ca/
https://www.prairiecoastequipment.com/
https://imperialseed.com/
https://farmrite.ca/

